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CLAIMS 

1 . (currently amended) A metliod for subduing a fire comprising the steps of: 
mQvinP ft vehicle sui>nQrting a ie/ p^t^pe ^.q ^ Inr.flrinn in frnnt nf the fire: 

operating |hg.a-jet turbine to draw surrounding, ambient air ttierein and therettirough to 
form an exhaust; 

directing the exhaust either directly at or in front of the front wall of the flames of the 
fire, and not above the fire; 

stabilizing the vehicle and iet engine bv countering the exhaust of the let engine with an 

adiuatablc CQunterbjilancing, mechanism secured to the vehicle^^and, 

introduoint; 0 first rotordam into tho oxhausf f9r9T^fx py^j^g^p^g^ Sfitifirftlly mvn 
particulate under pressure into the exhaust of the turbine from a separate retardant sunnlv tank. 
the particulate aenerallv not reacting with foliage or animals if left in place aft er subdoina the 
fire and further. 

2. (cancelled) 

3. (cancelled) 

4. (previously presented) The method of Claim 3 wherein the dust is selected from the 
group consisting of: granite diist, limestone dust, and fine sand. 

5. (currently amended) The method of Claim 1 wherein the sten of introducing a fi rst 
retardant includes forcing nressutized generally inert particulate under pressure is intrdducod i rito 
the exhaust of the turbine b v dirocting th e first retardant from a separate r etardant supply tank 
into th e e xhau s t , 

6. (original) The method of Claim S wherein the first retardant is directed into the exhaust 
through a pressurized conduit having an opexung proximate the exhaust. 

7. (previously presented) The method of Claim 1 fiirther including the step of dousing the 
fire with either or both water and a second retardant. 
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8. (original) The method of Claim 7 wherein the fire is a forest or brush fire and the second 
retardant h a chemical flame retardant. 

9. (previously presented) The method of Claim 1 wherein the front wall of the fire is a 
moving front of the fire and the exhaust is directed generally against the movement of the front 
of the fire. 

10. (cancelled) 

11. (cancelled) 

12. (currently amended) A method for subduing a fire comprising the steps of: 
movmq a vghide supffoytinR ^isLeaffinff a IftcatiOTl \^ f^9^ ¥ the fire; 

operating thea iet turbine drawing suxrounding, ambient air therein and therethrou^ to 
fomi an exhaust; 

directing the exhaust into a moving fi^ont wall of the fire, generally against the movement 
of the front wall of the fire; 

fltflhilizing the vehicle and iet engine bv countering the exhaust of the iet engine with an 
adjustable counterbalgncine mechanism secured to the vehicle: 

fiupplvnrtijr dunt ftiQnn ik duRt flunolv timlt into tho oiehttUfi t fordne generally in e rt naiticulate 
under pressu re into the exhau<st of the turbine from a 5;enarate retardant sunnlv tank, the 
□articulate p enerallv not reacting with foliage or animals if left in place after subduing the fire: 
and, 

dousing the fire with cither or both water and a retardant. 

13. (original) The method of Claim 12 wherein the dust is selected from the group consisting 
of: granite dust, limestone dust, and fine sand^ the fire is a forest or brush fire and the retardant is 
a chemical flame retardant, and the dust is directed into the exhaust through a pressurised 
conduit having an opening proximate the exhaust. 

14. (previously presented) A method for subduing a fire comprising the step of directing 
exhaust of a turbine into an area just in front of a fix)nt wall of the fire to dislodge material from 
land near the fire causing the dislodged material to disperse into the fire. 

15. (previously presented) The method of Claim 14 wherein the fix)nt wall of the fire is a 
moving front of the fire and the exhaust is directed generally against the movement of the front 
wall of the fire. 



2 



PA(£4(8'RCVDAT6I1SQ00511:42:13AM [Eastern Dayligttf 



06/15/2005 10:39 FAX 312 554 3301 



VALLEN VAG ROC 



@| 005/008 



16. (original) The method of Claim 14 wherein the material is dust and the turbine is a jet 
tuxbine. 

17. (original) The method of Claim 14 fluther including the step of dousing the fire with 
either or both water and a retardant 

18. (original) The method of Claim 17 wherein the fire is a forest or brush fire and the 
retardant is a chemical flame retardant 

19. (cancelled) 

20. (cancelled) 

21. (cancelled) 

22. (currently amended) An apparatus for subduing a fire comprising: 
a vehicle; 

a turbine affixed to the vehicle having an exhaust; 

a generally inert oarticiilate forced under nresaure into the eyftaust from a separate 
retardant ftunnly tanlc. the narticnlate genemllv not reaitting with foliage or animals if left in olace 
g ^ar subduing the fire an d. 

an adjustable counterbalancing mechanism affixed to the vehicle to counteract the force 
of the exhaust and stflbilke the vehiQl? mft th? 9Mm^ 

23. (original) The apparatus of Claim 22 wherein the counterbalancing mechanism includes 
a weigiht and a powered cylinder attached to the weight for moving the weight to the desired 
position. 

24. (original) The apparatus of Claim 22 fijrther including a siqiport affixed to the vehicle 
for the turbine pemiitting the turbine to rotate in multiple planes. 

25. (original) The apparatus of Claim 22 finther including at least two fliel tanks connected 
to the turbine and a plurality of pumps for transferring fuel to the turbines. 

26. (original) The apparatus of Claim 22 further including an adjustable nozzle connected to 
the turbine. 

27. (original) The apparatus of Claim 22 ftiither including: 
a supply of a retardant; 

a conduit connected to the supply of retardant for transporting the retardant into the 
exhaust; and, 

a compressor for forcing the retardant through the conduit. 
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28. (original) The apparatus of Claim 27 wherein the retaidant is dust. 

29. (original) The apparatus of Claim 28 wherein the dust is selected fiom die group 
consisting of: granite dust« limestone dust, and fine sand. 

30. (original) The apparatus of Claim 27 further including a moveable crane boom affixed to 
the vehicle and an adjustable nozzle attached to the crane, the retardant being supplied to the 
nozzle. 

3 1 . (original) The apparatus of Claim 30 further including an exhaust tube affixed to an 
outlet of the turbine, directing the exhaust to a position proximate the nozzle. 
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